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Battn moved to Camp at ¥ 1 a Central
(8heet 28).
Parties were detailed to go up to the
Trenches to recomnoitre the line from
which the Battalion will attack at an
date. Training was earried on.
t. J.E. Doy failed to return from
reconnoitreing the line.
Ve
Battalion at Micmse Camp ¥ 1 A Central. Bde 0.0 137
Bn 0.0,163,
vi.
Bde 0.0 165
BR 0,0 164

The Battalion moved to the Trenches
end occupied the right sector of the GENERAL

Brigade front the right resting on INSTRUCTIONS
Klein 2illebeke and the left adjoining FYOR X Y AND
the 1st. Bn, North 8taffordshire Z DAYS.
Regiment at a point sbout 350 yards vi1
North of Klein Zillebeke Bde.0 O 166
ZRENCHES

The Battalion was on the extreme right
of the Division and joined the 20th
Durhem Light Infantry of the 4lst
Divisien, ¥C" Company took over the
front line from the 8th Bn, Royal West
Eent Regiment, A B & D were saccomodsated
in the o0ld British front line & the o0ld
German front line. 2/Lt. E.J. Young
was wounded on the way up to Trenches
and 28 other casualties were sustained,

The day was spent in resting the men and

getting necessary stores up to the front

line. At about 9 p.m. Companies commenced

$0 move forward t0 the sassembly positions

on a taped line Past of the front line which

had bun 1aid out by Major H.J.C. Peirs

D.8.0. This was completed by 3,40 a.nm,

D conp‘ng (Captain Yandcn) was on the
ngany (Ca ta:ln P.W.Rider) on

thc loft. ompany (2/Lt L.G. Stodnan)

ir Support snd B Company (Captain E.A.

Yellowes) in Reserve; Battalien H.Q.

moved forward to 1 36 B 45,80, and a rear

H.Q. was established at I 36 C 5.0,

The Battalion was commanded by ¥ajor H,J.C.

Peirs D.S.0., and he with the Adjutant

(Lte G.S.0, Hamilton) established themselves

at forward Battelion H.,Q. from 10 p m.

The enexy had kept our front line Image
Crescent and the immediate vicinity under
constant shell fire which kessamed
skaokened-off thiokened ss dawmm approached,
and some casualties were incurred on the
tape line, At 3,50 a.m., (Zero hour) the
barrage commenced and within one minute

8 hostile barrage of 77 mm & 4,2 in,
Howitzer's fell en our front line, At
3,54 the lead Companies advanced under
thc barrage neeting with slight opposition
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st J 31 A OB.50 and froem the Klein

Zillebeke road on their richt,

After "piling up" on Jehovah Trench

{he barrage 1ifted at Zero plus 56

minutes (4.46 a.m.) and the lesding

Companies charged and took the first

objeotive Jehovah Trench without

opposition. The "Meppers up® of "C*

Company collected 1€ prisoners of the

71st Regiment, The barrage now moved

forward 1wo hundred yards and the

Companies reorgenised under it before

advanoing to Jordsm Trench the final

objective. This trench was taken

witheut further trouble except from

Eachine Gune firing frem Bulgar and

Cubist Woods, During the sdvance

the enexy's barrasge was very acourats

and the Battalion sustained

Casualties Captains W, Yandell &

F.8, Rider being wounded soon after

the Advance coxmenced, _

Having reached their objestive the

Oompanies started to consolidate hut

the 20th Durham Light Infantry had

failed to reach their ebjective on

the right. This necessitated twe

Plstoons of "C" Company ferm [ Y

defemsive right flank frem Jordan

Trench to Jehovah Trench by linking up

shell Loles, The lst North Staffordshire

Regiment on our having 10 retire to s

poeition West of Jordan Trench owing

10 the 73yd Brigade on their left

being held up "D cunpan{ had teo

e¢oxform ¢6 them and establish posts

in Shell-holes on the Vest side of

Jordan Trench utiliszing the uncut

wire for their own defende.

Our final dispositions were as follows:w

Post 1. 1 N.CeO & 6 men at J 31 C 80,99

Post Z, Lawis Gun & Team at J 31 C 75,95,

Poret 3. Lewis Gun & Tean & Company H.Q
in Jordan Trench at I 31 A 9.0,

Post 4. 1 N.C.0.&k 6 men in Alars Veg at
J 31 B 0.2,

Post 5, Ian Jordan Trench at J 31 A 98,10

. (1 ¥.C.0 & 4 men) .

Post 6. Lewis Gun & Team at J 31 A 08,10
(This post practically sdjoined
¥o,B Post)

Post 7. 1 5.0.0 & 4 men ‘t J 51 A 15,20

Post 8, In Alare Weg STench from

‘ J 31 A 7.2 %0 Jordan Trench
3 Lewis Guns & Teams and 20 O,R.
D Company established their H.Q
st J 31 A 78.18,

Post 9. In new Trench running from -
J 31 a 62,12 through J 31 A 6,0
to J 31 o 40,98, 7This post was
held by 2 Officers & 40 O.R
with two Lewis Guns
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3lst Post 10, 1 F.C.0, & B men in Jehovah
(contd.) Trench at J 31 A 48 12

Post 11, 2 ¥.C,0's and 8 mem in Trench
from J 31 A 5.3 %0 J 31 A B5.20,
This post was givem up as the
garrison was required for -
sarrying purposes.

Post 12 In Jehovah Trench at J 31 A 45.40
"C* Company H.Q.

A reserve oonsisting of 18 men & 4 Lewis

Guns of "B" Company was kept in Imsge

Crescent,

The remsinder of the day was spent in

consolidating and collecting wounded,

Shell fire was consistant and soccurate.

Towards evening heavy rain commenced

to fall making work and movement

difficult owing to the slippery and

muddy state of the ground whioch became

steadily worse. In addition te

Captain Yandell & Rider 2/Lts Millard,

Lake, Steadman L.G., and C/2/¥ Waller

were wounded and 2/L¢s Green & Sergeant

¥owbray were killed and many others.

August

1st 2/1.t Frost and a2 party of 20 O.R. whilst
preceeding to draw rations from
Battalion rear H,Q. were met by s man
froem the 20th Durhsm Light Infantry on
our right who told them thst the Enemy
had taken one of the posts of the
Company sdjoining eour right. 2/Lt Frost
immwedistely marched his party to the
rint snd after s sharp hand to hand

ight recaptured 1it,

During the day the rain continued and
conditions beoame steadily worse. The
Eneny Artillery was quiet until sbout
1.30 p.m, when it re~-opmned and was very
asctive for the remsinder of the day our
front end support lines being very
heavily shelled. During the day meny
more cassualiies were incurred LS.&
Adjutsnt 0.8.0, Hamilton end 2/L% L.D.
Crooker being killed snd 2/Lts.L.N.Jonas,
HeA.Stedman and E.R.Sorivensr bheing
wounded,
At night the Battalion wes relieved by
the 9th Bn East Surréy Regiment the

relief bdeing completed by 11.48 p.m. VI,
On relief the Battalion moved into eamp Bde,0,0M
at ¥.1.A Central (nesr Reninghelst) Bn,0.0.

The losses of the Battalion on the

30th 31st July & 1st August were

Officers:= 3 killed 9 wounded,

O.R. 32 killed 156 wounded 108 missing

gggcggth of Battalion 24 officers &
<R,



